132
good subjects to withstand such motions and proceedings as much as might be, which were only offered to perplex and disturb the public peace, and to give jealousy to the government. The Duke told me (as a ridiculous thing) that amongst other matters it would be moved that all popish recusants should be disarmed.
This day in the afternoon I had a quarrel at the Kind's playhouse upon this occasion.    As I sate in the pit a gentleman whose name I afterwards heard to be Mr. Symons, come and placed himself next to me; and not content to rest there, after a while desired me to give him my seat, or to exchange with him, pretending he was to speak to one of his acquaintance on the other side. I had no mind to quit my seat, which was better to see than his; besides, he having been drinking, his manner of asking was not altogether so grateful, insomuch  that I denied it. Hereupon he said I was uncivil, and I told him he was a rascal; upon which words we were both prepared to strike one another, had not a gentleman that sate near us (one Sir Jonathan Trelawny) put his hand between us to prevent it.    After a little while, when I saw nobody observed us, I whispered him in the ear to follow me out, telling him I would stay for him at the out-door.   But before I got thither, one that observed my speaking to him and going out upon it, acquainted the captain of the guard, who was accidentally at the play, with what had passed; and that we should certainly fight if not prevented ; who sent one after me, and another to him to secure us by a guard; till being the next day brought before the Duke of Monmouth (who acted as general), lie made us friends, who had not been long enemies, for I had never seen the gentleman to my knowledge before in my life.    Nor scarce after but once in the street that he desired to give me a bottle of wine, and told me he was very sorry that he had the  misfortune to have a dispute with one of whom, he heard so good a character,
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